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M. Hanotaux with stylistic fervour has composed his own  CHAP.
apologia in Le Partage de VAfrique, which would have been a still.   LV*
better book could its author have brought himself to confess the ^BT- 6L
least tincture of human infirmity. His pages vibrate with sup-
pressed passion. The utmost expansion of France in Africa was
his aim; his grand dream not only that the area of uninterrupted
possession must reach from the Mediterranean to the Congo,
but that a transverse sphere of ascendancy should range from
the Atlantic to the Bed Sea.

Captain Marchand was to ensure access to the Upper Nile;
thence, as the reverie supposed, connecting through a friendly
and active Abyssinia with French territory beyond at the south-
ward entrance to the Red Sea opposite Aden. All plans for a
British route from Cape to Cairo would be frustrated.1

What more concerns this chapter is that Hanotaux hoped also
to descend down the lower Niger into the sphere which Chamber-
lain in his turn was absolutely bent to maintain and organise.

IV
If the French aims were immense, the methods now adopted
were those of logic in action. Immediately after the formation
of the Meline Cabinet at the end of April 1896 it was resolved
that the best mode of action on the Niger was to confront
Britain with a series of accomplished facts.2 The Governor of
Dahomey, M. Ballot, then on leave in France, was to carry out
on his return to his post what may be called intensive instruc-
tions. Expeditions led by the officers under his command were to
strike straight into the region claimed by Britain and were then
to spread out "fanwise".3
By the autumn of 1897, while Chamberlain was abroad but
taking up the West African question in dead earnest, the French
contingents had broken widely into what the Colonial Office
held to be our indisputable sphere. They had occupied on the
right bank of the Niger itself a long stretch that Chamberlain
1 Hanotaux's admitted policy of        2 Andre* Lebon, La Politique de la
exciting Abyssinia to descend on the    France en Afrique, 1896-1898, p. 66.
Nile could have had no other effect,    M. Lebon himself, who writes care-
though he denies the intention. Le    fully,* was Minister for the Colonies
Partage de VAfrique, pp. 132-135 and    in the M61ine Cabinet.
p. 155.                                                     8 Ibid. p. 67.